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Society, which was founded in 1868 as the Colonial Society
and later became the Royal Colonial Institute. At that time
a movement was growing up at home, with some support
overseas, for "throwing off the burden of the Colonies,"
and the decade from 1860 to 1870 may well be said to
mark a turning point in the history of the Empire. There
can be little doubt that the pioneers of the Society played
an important part in turning the Empire away from disin-
tegration, and although the movement for federation was
rejected, the way was taken towards free development which
led to the present British Commonwealth.
The early history of the Society is to be found in the
memoirs of Major James R. Boose, who was long associated
with its development, and in a work by an American student,
Dr. Folsom, noted hereafter. Occupying a handsome building
in Northumberland Avenue near Trafalgar Square, the
Society has a membership of about twenty thousand scat-
tered throughout the Empire, and maintains various provin-
cial and overseas branches. An important feature of its work
is a magnificent library which has been exhaustively cata-
logued, and includes files of the principal newspapers and
journals from the Dominions, India and the Colonies. This
collection,1 together with the Colonial Office Library and
that at Rhodes House, Oxford, constitute the principal
repositories of Colonial history in this country.
The Society holds frequent meetings, conferences and
other functions at which Empire subjects are discussed,
forms groups for the study of special subjects, acts as an
Empire centre in London and publishes a monthly journal,
United Empire. There is also the work of the Empire Studies
Committee, which publishes valuable monographs on
Empire history from time to time.
The Overseas League, the other great Empire body, was
1 Damaged by enemy action.